From Rags to Riches

Eph 1:4 (NIV) For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6 to the praise of his
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he
lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9 And he
made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ

1. God Unconditionally

Romans 5:8 (NIV) But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

2. God Sacrificially

Habakkuk 1:13 (NIV) Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you
cannot tolerate wrong...

Romans 5:12 (NIV) Therefore, just as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death
came to all men, because all sinned--

Ephesians 2:3 (NIV) All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of
wrath.

Ephesians 2:4 (NIV) But because of his great love for us, God, who
is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.

Romans 8:3 (NIV) For what the law was powerless to do in that it
was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own

Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he

condemned sin in sinful man...

Romans 3:23 (NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a
sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood...
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1 John 4:10 (NIV) This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

3. God Intimately

Hebrews 2:18 (NIV) Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.

4. God to Continually

John 13:36 (NIV) Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you
going?" Jesus replied, "Where | am going, you cannot follow now,
but you will follow later." 37 Peter asked, "Lord, why can't | follow
you now? | will lay down my life for you."

John 14:16 (NIV) And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever- 17 the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you. 18 | will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. 19
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because | live, you also will live.

Romans 5:5 (NLT) For we know how dearly God loves us, because
he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.”
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